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PORTUGUESE  IN  INDIA.

CHAP.    wMch he lent himself to a scheme of deception in order,

__^ apparently, to justify his refusal to surrender the reins of

'A.D.     government to  his  duly-appointed successor, showed  a

1509.    degree of moral cowardice in Ms character which would

have entirely unfitted him for the position of Viceroy in
those more troublous times that occurred in later years.